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This song-story is one of four song-stories created at STARTTS for use with 0-5 

year olds with their parents, from refugee-like backgrounds. 

 

The books can be used to assist with trauma recovery and development, along with 

a CD of the songs and other suitable songs, created specifically to help these  

children. 
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We Went to the Bush  

Today 

By doing this activity, you will be able to help your child with separation and reunion. It 

will also give your child the opportunity to use various vocal sounds and hand gestures, 

that will help with their language and communication development 

 

Rosemary Signorelli  

Illustrations by Helen Kirk 



We went to the bush today 

To hear what the tiger has to say... 

I couldn’t hear a single word! 

But listen to the sound I heard.... 



 

Roar!      Roar!      Roar! 



And then he went away…away…away. 
 



But we’ll go back to the bush one day, 

To hear what the tiger has to say. 



We went to the bush today 

To hear what the elephant has to say… 

I couldn’t hear a single word! 

But listen to the sound I heard…. 



Hreer!      Hreer!      Hreer! 
 



And then she stomped away…away…away… 



But we’ll go back to the bush one day, 

To hear what the elephant has to say. 



We went to the bush today 

To hear what the crocodile has to say... 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I couldn’t hear a single word! 

But listen to the sound I heard.... 



Snap!      Snap!      Snap! 
 



And then he slinked away…away…away… 



But we’ll go back to the bush one day, 

 
 

 

To hear what the crocodile has to say. 



We went to the bush today 

To hear what the kangaroo has to say... 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I couldn’t hear a single word! 

But listen to the sound I heard.... 



Ur  ur  ur  ur…. 

O-ur  o-ur  o-ur  o-ur 

 



And then she hopped away…away…away… 



But we’ll go back to the bush one day, 

To hear what the kangaroo has to say. 



We went to the bush today 

To hear what the koala has to say... 

I couldn’t hear a single word! 

But listen to the sound I heard.... 



(Snore!)       (Snore! )     (Snore!) 

(Make a snoring sound.) 

 
 



 

He slept and slept all day…all day…all day 



But we’ll go back to the bush one day, 

To hear what the koala has to say. 



2.  We went to the bush today to hear what the elephant had to say. 
I couldn’t hear a single word, but listen to the sound I heard…. 
Hreer! Hreer! Hreer!   
And then he stomped away, away, away… 
But we’ll go back to the bush one day to hear what the elephant has to say. 

3.  We went to the bush today to hear what the crocodile had to say. 
I couldn’t hear a single word, but listen to the sound I heard…. 
Snap! snap! snap! 
And then she slinked away, away, away… 
But we’ll go back to the bush one day to hear what the crocodile has to say. 



 
4.  We went to the bush today to hear what the kangaroo had to say. 

I couldn’t hear a single word, but listen to the sound I heard…. 
Ur, ur, ur, o-ur, o-ur, o-ur. 
And then he hopped away, away, away… 
But we’ll go back to the bush one day to hear what the kangaroo has to say. 

5.  We went to the bush today to hear what the koala had to say. 
I couldn’t hear a single word, but listen to the sound I heard…. 
Snore, snore, snore 
Se slept and slept all day, all day, all day…. 
But we’ll go back to the bush one day to hear what the koala has to say. 



Parent Information Page 

Reading together is a wonderful activity to do with your child. It helps them in many 

ways and it’s fun. 

Following stories helps to develop language and thinking skills. Dancing and moving 

helps physical growth and coordination. Acting out stories encourages imagination. It 

helps children develop an understanding of other people. It also allows a child to ex-

plore and experiment with strong emotion. 

Time spent reading and playing with your child helps build your relationship with 

each other. 

It’s good to have a suitable space for your children to play in: an uncluttered floor 

space, and furniture that’s safe to play around. Try and remove anything that might 

break. It’s nice for a child’s play area to be welcoming, with bright colours and 

things to do. It can also be a quiet time if the lights are dimmed, and soft music is 

played. 

 

How will this song-story help your child? 

This song can help your child to cope with “separation” and “reunion”.  

Your child may be upset, angry or difficult in situations where they are separated 

from you, or other family members. Surprisingly, when they are reunited with you or 

another family member they can struggle to deal with their feelings then, as well. 

 

This experience of separation could happen when   

 Your child is missing a family member who lives far away  

 Either of you goes to hospital 

 Your child goes to day care, or preschool 

 You are going to sleep, or you want your child to go to sleep 

 You decide it’s time for your child to have their own room, when they’re used to 

sleeping in the same room as you 



In addition, any situation that involves change can upset your child temporarily.  

This could include other situations like : 

 moving house 

 changing school or preschool 

 moving to a new room at preschool, or new class at school 

 getting a new teacher, or doctor   

 finishing a single therapy session 

 the end of therapy altogether 

 any change to something that is important to your child 

This can happen even with babies and toddlers.  

This song is intended to help children deal with these sorts of situations. 

You can prepare for change by : 

 talking to your child about the coming change 

 counting down the days until the change occurs 

 having a special toy or small item of yours to take into a new situation to be a 

comfort and reminder of home 

 Creating a “visual schedule” - a large cardboard sheet with pictures of activities, 

in a sequence, that your child will do during the day at different times. Then 

show them the pictures and say “now it’s time for breakfast, or bath and so on. 

Other things you can do, particularly after a separation, include : 

 comforting them 

 playing with them 

 using your familiar  daily routines, so that something does not change during 

this time. 

Other activities that help children to cope with separation: 

 Hide-and-seek 

 Hiding objects and then going and looking for them together 

 Playing games in your child’s bedroom, to help him or her feel safe there 

 Creating picture books which you can give to your loved ones who live else-

where 

 Singing songs or telling stories to your loved one when you talk to them on the 

phone 

 



Monkey Tales 
This song-story is one of four stories created at STARTTS for use with 0—5 year olds, with 

their parents, from refugee-like backgrounds. The song-stories include:  

How is the Monkey Feeling Now? 

 A story about different feelings and how to help your child express them and manage 

them. 

We went to the Bush Today 

 A story about separation and reunion, as well as an opportunity to vocalise.  

Slow and Stop—The Running Song 

 A series of actions that help the child and parent to “regulate” or manage  different  

         levels of energy and stress 

The Monkeys Built a House 

 A story about resilience, shared problem solving, and attachment. 
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