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Words and music by  Rosemary Signorelli 

Illustrations by Helen Kirk 

 

This song-story is one of four song-stories created at STARTTS for use with 0-5 

year olds with their parents, from refugee-like backgrounds. 

 

The books can be used to assist with trauma recovery and development, along with 

a CD of the songs and other suitable songs, created specifically to help these  

children. 

. 
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The Monkeys Built  

a House 

By doing this activity with your child, you will be able to help your child to learn that 

when things go bad or we fall down, we can get up again  

or have another go at making things better. 

It will also help your child to learn that sometimes we need to get together to solve 

problems. 

Rosemary Signorelli 

Illustrated by Helen Kirk 



 4 

The monkeys built a house. 

The monkeys built a house. 

They built it high, right up to the sky! 

The monkeys built a house. 

But... 
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The elephants walked on by. 

The elephants walked on by. 

The house was on the “Elephant’s Walk”.   

So the elephants walked on by. 

So... 
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The house began to 

The house began to  

Because the elephants walked on by, 

The house began to  
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Oh no! 

What could the monkeys do? 
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So...  

The monkeys moved the house. 

The monkeys moved the house. 

They built it high, right up to the sky! 

The monkeys moved the house. 

But... 
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The wind began to blow. 

The wind began to blow. 

The wind began to blow. 
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It blew and blew with a very loud sound 

And the house fell to the ground. 

Oh no! 
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What could the monkeys do?  
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The monkeys built a house. 

The monkeys built a house. 
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They made it stronger, 

So it would last longer. 

The monkeys built a house. 
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So… 

When things are really bad 

And you’re feeling very sad... 
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Try to find a way to make it OK, 

Like the monkeys who built the house!!! 

 



 16 



 17 



 18 

Parent Information  

Reading together is a wonderful activity to do with your child. It helps them in 

many ways and it’s fun. 

Following stories helps to develop language and thinking skills. Dancing and 

moving helps physical growth and coordination. Acting out stories encourages 

imagination. It helps children develop an understanding of other people. It also 

allows a child to explore and experiment with strong emotion. 

Time spent reading and playing with your child helps build your relationship with 

them. 

It’s good to have a suitable space for your children to play in. Some uncluttered 

floor space, and furniture that’s safe to play around. Try and remove anything that 

might break. It’s nice for a child’s play area to be welcoming, with bright colours 

and things to do. It can also be a quiet time if the lights are dimmed, and soft mu-

sic is played. 

 

This song will help your child to learn about being resilient, and sharing prob-

lems. 

Being resilient means that when bad things happen, it is possible to keep going, 

and have another go at doing what he/she was trying to do. 

 

It also tells your child about finding ways to share and be cooperative with others, 

like moving the house so the elephants could still walk on their usual path. 

The song shows that the monkeys can work together to solve a problem. Shared 

problem solving is an important thing that you can do with your child, so they 

learn how to solve problems themselves.    

This is also a song for you.  

Just as the monkeys built their house bit by bit, you build a close relationship 

with your child, one activity or hug at a time.  
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When something went wrong with the house, the monkeys worked together to keep 

building it. 

Sometimes you might feel something is wrong between you and your child. Perhaps 

one of you is not feeling well, or is upset about something, and it feels like that close 

relationship is strained. But together, you can repair it, and feel close again. 

Some ideas for strengthening your relationship with your child 

 Be giving with hugs and affection 

 By providing physical care 

 By playing together, even for a few minutes each day 

 By talking together 

 By solving problems together 

 

Other activities which will help your child learn to be resilient 

 Incy Wincy Spider – have your child move his/her hands up the wall, pretending 

to be Incy Wincy, then fall down when the rain comes, then getting up again 

when the sun comes out. This will help your child feel in his/her body that she/

he can get up again when things go wrong. 

 Your child can build towers and castles with cardboard boxes and toilet rolls, 

and then knock them over, and then build them again. 
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Monkey Tales 
This song-story is one of four stories created at STARTTS for use with 0—5 year olds, with 

their parents, from refugee-like backgrounds. The song-stories include:  

How is the Monkey Feeling Now? 

 A story about different feelings and how to help your child express them and manage 

them. 

We went to the Bush Today 

 A story about separation and reunion, as well as an opportunity to vocalise.  

Slow and Stop—The Running Song 

 A series of actions that help the child and parent to “regulate” or manage  different l 

         levels of energy and stress 

The Monkeys Built a House 

 A story about resilience and shared problem solving 
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